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The text is copied from letters
| wrote Mommi e, Daddy and At he
l'ittle girlso while I was in the
in regular print. |1 made some explanatory notes 65 years
later which are printed in italics.

This project is so dear to my heart and | could never
ever have accomplished it if Mommie had not saved all those
letters, if Todd had not encouraged me, solved all the production
probl ems, kept reminding me to fiKee
and if Beth had not helped us when the technical problems got
complicated. Thank you.

Beverly Wagoner






MY BOYS

November 11, 2011

Those of us of a certain age will remember where we were and what we were doing on
December 7, 1941. | was in nursing school at the Methodist Hospital in Indianapolis. The
student nurses lived in Wile Hall in the 1800 block of Capitol Avenue and were all shocked,
horrified, and probably scared when we heard the news. My brother, Stanley, joined the Air
Corps a few weeks later. My brother, Harlan, would enter the Navy ROTC program at Harvard
and would become a Navy pilot. When | graduated from nursing school in 1944 | tried to enlist
in the Navy but was told | needed to have my tonsils removed which | did. | had an emergency
appendectomy in November of 1944 and the Navy told me | had to wait for one year after
surgery so | applied to the Army Nurse Corps and they accepted my application but
recommended deferment because of the surgery until March. On April |, | entered into active
service at Billings General Hospital at Fort Benjamin Harrison in Indianapolis. | remember
telling Mommie and Daddy that | wanted to enlist and they did not object. How must they have
felt to have 3 of their children inthewar? None of wus was ever in harmdés w
could not have been sure of that.

ARMY SERVICE FORCES
Headquarters, Fifth Service Command
Fort Hayes, Columbus 18, Ohio

15 March 1945

Subject: Temporary Appointment.

To 3 2d Lt Beverly
Indisnapolis, Ind

1. By direction of the President you are temporarily appointed
and commissioned a second lieutenant in the Army of the United States,
effective this date for assignment to the Army Nurse Corps. Your
serial number is shown after A above.

2. This commission will continue in force during the pleasure of
the President of the United States for the time being, and for'the du-
ration of the war and six months thereafter unless sooner terminated.

3. There is inclosed herewith a form for oath of office which
you are requested to execute and return promptly to the agency from
which it was received by you. The execution and return of the re-
quired oath of office constitute an acceptance of your appointment.
No other evidence of acceptance is required.

4. This letter should be retained by you as evidence of your
appointment as no commissions will be issued during the war.

BY COMMAND OF MAJOR GENERAL COLLINS;,_\

A
N el 2
’/T;\/)[,d Y ad/dgé/c__
(3. W. FRASER
Colonel, AGD,
Adjutant General.

.
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EIGHT HOOSIER NURSES WIN BARS AND START TRAINING—These Indiana women have
been commissioned second lieutenants and are now receiving basic training at Billings General Hos-
pital at Fort Benjamin Harrison. Seated (left to right): Lts. Ruby Gant, Wabash; Virginia Edds,
Dugger, and Beverly Meal, Waldron. Standing (left to right): Lts. Eleanor Lowe, Burlington; Mary

Mo 3735 North Emerson Avenue; Ruth Seffein, Cambridge City; Ann . Brietenbrsch, Madiso
| gladys Hemsley, Jasonville, : % : - i 1’ s %)

We started working on the wards of the hospital immediately and just as immediately | fell in
love with the wonderful young men that | cared for on those wards. At the same time, we new
enlistees were involved with Basic Training. We learned to march, to salute, how to wear the
uniform, and were yelled at and badgered by our drill sergeant as any other new soldiers. We
were taught how to put on a gas mask i were told how important it was to put on our masks at
the first sign of gas. Our sergeant told us we would be shown how troops maneuver under
smoke screens and marched us into smoke and it did not take long until we realized that tear
gas was mixed in with the smoke and we were scrambling to get our masks on. We did not do
well and when the smoke cleared, one poor nurse was running wildly across the parade field
crying. In order to impress us with our poor performance we were marched back to our
barracks in ficlose order o which walsovgreawithfearl and n
gas! The nurse who ran across the field was also the one who believed the person who told her

that her Aarmy shoeso would be soft and flexible
WRONG!



We all loved Bill

Maul di toans c
and we certainly liked
this one. During our
basic training we were
constantly being
warnedi il oos e
sink shivgso
vigilanto.

t o me, il w
enemy can booby trap
my toothbru

“Careful, They may be booby-trapped!”-

| was so impressed with the gallantry of the young men | was nursing that | decided there and

then to tell their storiesi never mind, that | didnodjustwomiedéhatany t al
although they were heroes while in uniform, when they went back to civilian life they would be

regarded as cripples. | had no illusions about the number of people who would read this story 1

maybe my family and friends i | just felt if | wrote it down | was paying them some honor. |

wanted to do something to tell how wonderful they were. That was 65 years ago. | sent letters

to my family and Mommie saved them and from time to time in all those years | reminded myself

thatlwoud copy those stories. Stoonéshabeusur hactedGn
then T and some of those stories tell very well the heroism of those young men - those men

di dnét t al k mu dheseatteopistof nmineé will addanothing to those stories i |

dono6t know e aidimsubesomeé sf thent acerhgroic. These notes will add little to

your knowledge of those wonderfulboysi it was | ate in the Wwhatl and t he
need to copy these letters as a tribute to them i | suppose few of them are still alive. In my

memory i they are as alive today as they were then.



MY BOYS

20 April 1945
Billings General Hospital
Fort Benjamin Harrison
Indianapolis IN

No w, pl ease understand, dear friends, and gentl e
this, maybe no one will ever read it but someday after this horrible carnage is at last finished

and our world is at peace once more, then maybe |
more my month of Basic Training at Billings General Hospital at Fort Benjamin Harrison in

Indianai n o, |l 6ve no idea to whom I 6&m writingithis but

the Gls who are so gallantly fighting this war T and the Gls in hospitals in particular. Ernie Pyle
writes so humanly about them i George Hicks i so eloquently i and many, many others i |
write I not humanly i certainly not eloquently, but with a heart full of admiration and respect for

those Glsi Aimy boyso a heart which |l oves them so much
for them. That feeling mustbeconvey ed on paper. Theyodol Ii wanergesr know
ibecause you see one cimeadrondCGhicagoi apaiientinnl21? b abpy Z

who has 6, maybe 9 months to |ive and say, ATony,

mu ¢ h . 0 washibbg machine gun fire somewhere in Germany. His abdomen was literally

riddled. He has a double colostomy and is merely living to die. But does Tony lie in his bed and

stare at the ceiling? Nol! Tonybs wiwdimtergstsi n i s we
the large group of girls who come to see him and his meticulously trimmed moustache. Puvit.

Zeimba was the one who said to me one morning 1 the second morning | was on duty i and

one of those mornings when | had struggled with my insignia, making sure that the very shiny

bar was 10 from this coriméen .amMeald/ 8aifdr ymut kato wc
insignia on the wrong side of your <coll ar?o Need
minutes all the fellows in the ward knew my mistake and once more knew that | was one of

those green basics! So every morning for a week, immediately on arriving on duty | marched up

to Tony Zei mbads bed for inspection.

Could | tell you, too about Pvt. John Alexander from South Bend who was admitted as a litter

patient as part of a convoy from Halloran General Hospital in New York 1 a shy little blonde who

was so obviously happy to be back in Indiana that it made your heart glad because he was so

glad. He had troublesi he had givensomeone $240 to give to the Receiv

get a receipt and was so worried. We al | knew so
Of cour se, by my third day on the ward the boys w
me Al n d denedayhe aaid, in a very soft voice, looking up from the beautiful yarn rug he

was making, ALt ., are you really fronsbétaidi ana?0d a
cour se, I got his receipt and now heltlethmnglies when
why bother to put it down?o0 It is a little thing

my days happy ones.

Cpl. Juett, with 2 fractured legs and obstructive jaundice T has to be on a special diet i and

somehow our ward boy , Jef f , never seemed to FTwmewaber t o go
always hungry i and then when he got it T no butter i no cream. One morning | found him
crying. Was he crying because he had been in bed

through hell in the Sicily campaign? Crying because he was going to have his legs amputated?
He was crying because he wanted some ice cream!



Fullerton was that incredibly good looking man i what a bad boy he was! He had a wife and
several girl friends and yet he was so cute and quite clever and liked being a mimic. He could
imitate the sound of a B24 taking off or a dog fight with equal ability.

I

= 2 . T/5 Belcher was one of my favorite boys.
\,'ommandlng General of Fifth Service shotin the hip and evacuated to the Z.I.
Comthand Talks to Bi“ings Patient (Zone of Interior) in a gomplete body and

T e R double hip spica cast i a fine looking boy

and very sweet. He 6
fighting men i he lost a foot because
somebody i somewhere i slipped up i the
medic who unwrapped Lloyd's cast covered
his left foot completely 7 thereby
automatically cutting off all circulation. He
kept complaining about his foot hurting him
but people were too busy to notice i so T
when his cast was removed his toes were
gangrenous and his foot had to be
amputated. Pl ease ul
telling the story to blame the medical officer.
It was just one of those things and of course
the truly miraculous things they have done
will far outbalance the bad accidents. | tell
you the story because | never once heard
him blame the man who was at fault for
causing him to lose a foot. The picture was
taken by Cpl. Duke from Brooklyn i a gay
(2011 note: fAgayo di
inthosedaysii t me an ti jfohyaf pu
boyihe bugled for Afet

Technician 5th Grade Lloyd G. Belcher, Akron, O., a patient .
in Billings General Hospital, Fort Harrison, was questioned last he always winked at me as | passed by He

week by Maj. Gen. James L. Collins, who visited a number of

installations in his command. Gen. Collins was especially interested said | was his inspiration and he often Said,

in the food served the patients, and their comfort. (Billings o i A
Public Relations Photo.) e N Oh,nliyf yoou werenot a

| must tell you about Jeffi our ward boy, though Aboyod is certain
remember Charley Archey, the janitor at Waldron High School? He and our Jefferson might

have been twins. Jeff was 50 1 had no teeth. Has been in the Army almost all his life and is still

a private. Every day we had to tell Jeff how good he was because every day he threatened to

qguit though how anyone fiquitso the Army is slight



>

‘\,.‘

This picture reminds me of Pietrowski. He
was so hard to awaken and when he did he
would proceed to have palpitations while we
held his hand - his first words were always,
AoWhat 6s the temperat
him AClagdred pidcause he
fipeelingo He was 1in
many times he was always like a caterpillar
emerging from his cocoon.

T
\\ 3

R
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“WHAT’S THE TEMPERATURE, NURSE?”
—Cartoon, drawn by Pfe. Charles R. Crozier,
two-time wounded soldier, now a patient in
Billings General Hospital, showing a patient and
an Army nurse. The gquery is the usual one and
! ‘“onderment why his temperature soarc il

-—each visit of the pretty nurse. Crozier, son of
Mrs. Jayne Crozier, Cincinnati, O., is a former
Shortridge and University of Cincinnati student.
He served as an infantryman in Italy and France

- and was wounded while in action on each front.

They Need Your Extra Deck of Cards

These are Amy boyso,
honey. While he was at Billings he saw for
the first time his 2 ¥ month old baby son.
After that sight He
he flew. Pfc. Thomas was a square peg in
around hole i a little psychotic 7 thought
no one | iked him but
Bill Faulconer was one of my pets! He was
the father of the sweetest little brown eyed
iSued and he adored
was getting his hair cut. When this picture
appeared in the paper he sent it to the
barber with this not
Now will you believe
He and | were special buddies because
when Capt. Crumpler was making ward
rounds one day after Bill was out of his
cast and he asked the Capt. If he could go
to the latrine via wheel chair and after the

Capt. meditated a wh

M ea I ! w h at d o y GI e 6 s h They need your exfra pack of pi_a.y;ng cards.. Shown herg a
been a very good boy | e e e A fasitonis ktinanolis. The kbiizer
were buddies ara (i o) Xle uei i ton, s Bl

playing cards, take them to vour nearest library.



ree Phone Call Home Brightens Life :
Of Warrior Wounded At German Border

This scene is enacted many times a day at the Blllmgs General Hospltal as wounded veferans
take advantage of the free telephone calls provided them by the Phone Home Fund. 2d Lt. Alta Nash
of Clarksburg, W.Va., gets a vicarious thrill out of fthe pleasure expressed on Pvf. Frank erght’s face
as'he makes 2 call from his bed by means of a portable telephone.

This picture is typical. A call home brought happier smiles than anything
el se and what a thrill it must have



Billings Ceneral Bospital
Fort Benyamin Barrigon, Indiana

2d Lt Beverly Meal, W760257, AUS (ANC)

having completed the Bagicr Training Tourse
in Army Orientation
merits this

Diploma

in witness thereof the affixed signatures,

Bute 30 April 1945 @
Comumding V ~

WILLIAM C. POLLOCK, Colonel, MC

f'j f k ﬂ s D
Preincipul Chief Nusse /’L,ZZZ/%Q {ﬁ; //Zﬁk‘i/ﬂﬁ

A NI bl A ATV AT Vo AT
ANVA G. ANDERSON s 1‘.’2?5,3-”)1", ANC

After basic training | was sent to Newton B. Baker General Hospital at Martinsburg, West
Virginia. It was a sprawling set of buildings i built out in nowhere outside this little town which
was near Washington, DC. It had 1800 beds. There | was a general duty nurse i my record
says: Served as supervisor of three 80 bed wards. Supervised 4 medical corpsmen. Had
charge of all admission to hospital and screened these men. Had charge of allergy clinic.
Served as general duty nurse on plastic, hand, orthopedic and medical wards. Served as head
nurse on general surgical ward and supervised nurses, cadet nurses, WACs and medical
corpsmen.

We received patients from overseas hospitals i kept those with us when we had services to
help (hand injuries, plastic surgery, general surgery, some psychiatry) and sent others to more
appropriate hospitals i tried to get the patients close to their homes. When the patients arrived
the ambulatory ones wore pajamas and bathrobes and usually wore boots. | became an expert;
I could identify the branch of service by their boots. Infantry boots were very different from
artillery boots and most different from all other boots were those worn by the paratroopers.






MY BOYS

INSTALLMENT I
My , my , [ have been in the Army Nurse Corps 6 wee
well, | realize that boys are the same no matter where they are or what their injury. All my boys
here have nerve injuries. Sol wonoét ever forget them, though | r

let me put some of them down on paper.

First comes Snodgrass i Howard Snodgrass 1 had a skull injury which left him with a left

hemiplegia i and how he works to get his arm to work again. Every day he has me grip his

hand to see if he getting stronger. He is a big man and a little on the dull side but so sweet. Will

| ever forget the day when | was walking down the street in Martinsburg and met him and his

wi f e, who obviously adores him. He introduced me
laughedand corrected him, he blushed agtddosvithi d, fAWel |
food. o

Then, close to my heart is Bernard Walper i S/Sgt. Walper i one of those people who read

good books, knew the difference between a symphony and an opera and who had a delightful

sense of humor 1 you know, a clever person with an apt way of saying something at the right

ti me. Wal per was bitter as far as religion goes,
Sure, | used to go to church. The last time | went to church was in a tiny French town which had

been bombed almost to destruction with the exception of the church. The chaplain was a good

man with a wife and two children. We were going into combat and we needed and wanted the

sermon he preached to us that day. It was on faith. The next day while riding in a jeep with 4

other people he was killed i all the others were unhurt. It got me. I just thought if God would let

a good man | i ke that die, why should he worry abo
me on Mot herés Day. May b e h esaid,imdybedthe hymmasltahenv e wh a't
were mockery but as we went back to the ward he s
Me al . Will you take me again nextiaBdsomktay ? 0 Next

Sunday he6lilnothne wheal thiii. n g

Then ther eods iGeskull dpfectiGath very Halong speech. One day he came out i

showed me a clipping from a Hoboken paper with a picture of him. He pointed to it and said,

AMehero! o The he produced a phattroo oge rad sh ainndisfoarem |
sai d, wi th a ghiim,ndtMyhero!tdher



Remember Mario LaPelle, the little gnome of a man over in the corner who always wanted to

play cribbage with someone and whose favorite songs were Strauss waltzes and he played

them constantl y. Once in a while hebéd play ARed Ri
another hemiplegic, who had convulsions quite often i so sweet. When he first came to the

ward he spoke to no one and let no one come close to him but gradually became cheerful and

could even laugh and talk i how he loved cowboys. Jimmy loved little Lt. Valahovic and his

eyes followed her all over the ward.

Thereb6s Jess Adkins who could not talk, riagtad or w
waswoiio Wood when | walked by his bed one morning.
pandemonium! Now he can make a few sounds i most of them are like sounds made by a deaf

mute and his most accomplished sound bwgnoweiss, dw
Thedl | struggl e ahfwisggeaedd | He asn dg ethteinng bett er. H
everyone and doesnét miss any happening and itobs

and big old Jess laughing, too, soundlessly, his entire body shaking with mirth. Jess is a farmer
on a small scale and will | ever forget the expression on his face when | read him a letter from
his wife in which she said, Al made the | ast paym

Dondt f andMcEarrenLwhdse mother sent him those wonderful toll house cookies.

Andrew Brielle, a true Sgt. Mulgrave. He always had something to sell or a money making

scheme. Earl Carlson, who slept all day and was always fussing when we woke him, Pierre

Milhaud who had been inthe French Armyi came here on a 6 Fraee kb6s furl ol
surrendered while he was here so he joined the US Army. He had a terrible Vo
contracture. I loved to hear him talk.iJayohn dbo
Duke who got 20 Christmas packages while a patient on 101. So many more, each one of them

is infinitely interesting to me. Must tell you though about Steven Nagy i a Polish boy just back

from overseas who said he wanted milk more than anything 1 he drank 2 quarts just like that.

Michael Spano i an unquenchable flirt.t Icanét end this without telling
T Cappy was a Sgt., had a brain injury which became infected and developed into a brain

abscess. No one thought he would live but live he did. Now, most people thought Cappy crazy

which was exactly what he wanted us all to think. But those who were around him a great deal

felt differently. .. Del ameter was telling me how
thewarisover , I guess | wondét have to act crazy anymc

h
E



MY BOYS

27 June 1945

So, having just AGI edod the kitchen and polished
hand for | feel the time has come again to once more put on paper my current feelings about
those | serve.

I must tell you first about Chester Archnecki i maostly because he told me the other day he

thought | was the nicest nurse in the hospital! The outstanding thing about him is his seeming

magnetism for enemas. Four times he was scheduled for surgery. Four times he had his pre-

op enema and four times his surgery was cancell ed
an enema can!

Although it seems the majority of our foreign lads are Polish or Italian every now and then an

Irishman pops up and is so refreshing. One of these is Joseph Allgood and when | tease him

about his accent he always says. AShure, and | 1|
you want to know where | came from?".

Next comes Edward Cornhoff i 19 - and what a mischievous lad. When | hear a big commotion
I always know Cornhoff is in the middle of it all. One night, the Red Cross had a carnival down
in the Rec Hall and Cornhoff came back laden with silly hats and horns and a record he had
made. He went around all evening annoying everyone with his noise. You should have seen
his face when he blew a horn at the night supervisor thinking it was I.

The ADead iHaws akdiGdrdnéri about 20 years old and oh, did they think they
were tough. Both of them were very short. Lewis had a moustache and talked out of the corner
of his mouth and Gardner had a broken nose and let his hair grow long They had one

weaknessi hot jive music and every nighhbevitdndhesuave t o c
porch to go to bed. They were the ones who start
shocked and very military manner informed them th
it to AMyrto and then to ALt. Myrto

In every bunch of men there is a Jack Wagoner. An easy going guy who takes any amount of

ribbi ng and st i | waysbmaRvieisThe kindHvend doés KR &nd digs ditches and

does anything to help fight a war. Jack was a sweet guy and a joy to have on the ward... When

Sgt. Willis Spurrier found out | didnoét 1|ike snak
green plastic snake wherever | would find it. He looked like an angel i blonde curls i rosy

cheeks - dimples and an ever present grin. Sometimes when | looked at him | could see him

playing center on a high school basketball team, carrying groceries, and mowing lawns i or
evenasapatientibut as a soldier? Somethhmhat d hewlpe-cttiurreal i
t hat 6 s ©made up of oys who mowed the lawn, played basketball and carried

groceries 1 and a wonderful army they are. Abraham Isaac Spiegel always had something to

sell. T some big enterprise. | remember Abie especially because whenever he saw me 1 no
matter who was aroundi hestart ed yel | i ngl, IAdveé owaulydu



The men on 101 will al ways be near my heart becau
Baker, Two boys, William Julia and Dan Haupt, were unusual cases for Newton D, because

they were both amputation cases and those cases all go to Walter Reed but is so happened that

they both had lost their left leg and have nerve injuries to their right leg so they were here

because this is a neurosurgery center. | was amazed by the fact they were both happy and

seemedtoregardthei r | oss as just another injury. When D
me to dance and when | 6 dofhsieg arouhdéndperfecttimg. gHereBillt he st u
would I ook down at his one GI shoe andtheyay i UMM,
would only sell me one. 0 One night one of them h
demanded an apology. With a twinkle in his eye,

get down on my one good knee aaldsefaith ojp mgnkindwhep ar don.
kids are faced with the prospect of years in a hospital and never be normal again i face that life

with gaiety, courage and no bitterness. When they went on a furlough i they were happy to go

home but with a bit of dread in their eyes because they knew, | think, that people would stare

and somehow | dondt think they knew exactly how t
nurse, you say? No, not tough but understanding without being mushy i sympathetic without

cryingo

The night man on Ward 103 always teased me about the way Hoosiers speak. He said | said

things |ike fADjeet yet?o0 il had aigs for breakfa
room door was c¢cl osed. I asked, dardthly algourldecksans wer e
will fly out!o6 (Aduckd being the usual name for a

Bev note: When | read these notes some of the names bring back the boy clearly i some not
so clear and some | didndét writergeaRewerut but r ememb
Devecchio,(top row,second from left)a big tall Italian with a mop of black curly hair and big grin i
Pete is one of the few boys | saw after he left the hospital. He lived in the Bronx i was a
typewriter repair man i he had a unfixable nerve injury in one leg and wore a heavy iron brace 1
he came to see mei ketwashappyriodhs homeieandithie grie was still there
but some of the spark of the grin was gone.



Two of the medical corpsmen | worked with. It was late in the war and the Army put men
wherever they were needed. One of these men had been a baker and one had been a
mechanic. The medics who served overseas became as expert as nurses and doctors.
They learned by doing.



Some place in the letters Mommie saved there was a paper that just had some names - | am

sure | intended to write more about each one but at least | need to write them down i Stanley
Jedrezyczyk i Stanley Davis i (I remember Stanley, he was madly in love with one of our

nurses i fraternization (what a dumb word, now) was forbidden but sometimes she would walk

outside with him i he was SOOOO handsome i Steve Hrnciar i Leo Imes i Louis Genovese i

Roosevelt Robinson i Major McQuade i Capt. Young i Lt. LeShan (I remember Larry very well

T he was a sergeant i a psychologist i who performed so admirably and helped so many
patients that he was §hewasmarded fo & psgchotbgist, Eda,whoi s si o n
wrote books and whose name pops up every now and then in crossword puzzles) Lt. Alhaus i

Major Swart (a gruff orthopedic surgeon i we called him Major God) One time | was making

rounds with him when we came to a bed, | sai d, nT
sayi ng, ALt ., this i s-Clind3piceinsbThgmas Daleyi.sSomasy a MAN! 0
names ééééé. how | wish | c¢oulidbuttatdebst saygngsathor y about
name pays them some honor.

The most colorful figure I 6ve met here at Newton

here for a time and when he recovered he was attached to the Medical Corps- largely to keep

him out of trouble. At the age of 19- which was 6 years ago in spite of the fact that he looks only

21 now. Rocky fell in love and was jilted so tried to join the French Foreign legion only to find

after a trip over on a tramp steamer that he was too young so returned and was put back in

college by his irate parents and he ran away once more this time to join the Canadian Army.

The officialst ol d him hedéd have t o r ehleudaiusedtotossheUS <ci t i z ¢
came back and joined the US Army. Because he wanted action they sent him to Mexico i then
somehow he went to Spain i down into Africa 1 joined the paratroops and fought all over

everywhere 1 wounded many times i finally badly enough to ZS.1. him. Rocky has been court

martialed 9 times i always for insubordination i usually for talking back to an officer. So, now,

he is on night duty which he asked for knowing it would be harder for him to get into trouble. He

likes very few people around here and when he does they always seem to be the underdog.

Most people call him Rocky. | call him Robin Hood i becauset hat 6 s whiamnistréass does
the rich and befriends the poor. As a rule he hates nurses but for some unknown reason he

seems to like me and brings me coffee every morning and a sandwich usually and we have

deep discussions on fundamentals and sarcastic banter about trivialities.



MY BOYS
6 June 1945

D-Day plus 365

This chapter would fit into thisso-calledma nuscri pt only because itoés abo
because itds abouBewnynot.eo:. m.l |lcecaanwvéet r emeimMber what
know it was the kind of leave one got shortly before being posted overseas) from May 21, 1945

to June 5, 1945. After spending a wonderful, scintillating weekend in New York with Fern and

Vladimir | returned to find myself alerted and posted to go home. But let me tell you first about

my weekend. I wanted to go so badlmofd skipped a
neuropsychiatric patient i but off | went. Rode to Washington sitting on my suitcase but had a

seat from there to New York. Was met by Fern and Vladmimir and went to the Russian Tea

Room i then to 39 West 70™ i Bumchick is still wearing his cardboard collar. Poor Fern slept

on the floor while | slept in her bed. New York was rainy the next day but | loved it anyway |

discovered just how friendly New Yorkers are to service people when went to Radio City Music

Hall and found a line 3 blockslongBUT we got right in because a poli
to the side dooro Then back to Newton D to find m
Here | had spent practically all my money in New York but | made it... By the time we were an

outside Cincinnati | was looking at my watch every 15 minutes. | gave the conductor a carton of

cigarettes if he would stop the train at Shelbyville. So happytoseemyparentsigee, t heyodor e
tops! | really think everyone should go away from home for a time just to know how wonderful it
istogohomeiespecially with parents I ike mine. Someon
meet you at 1: 30AM?0 Somehow | know theydll al way
Then followed 15 days of joy and happiness i let me name a few of them and someday when |
have time |61 el aborate.

1. the fismell 6 of Home Pl ace Farm

2.t he #l ook ® noarfountaimsd noaplaias i justi Indiana

3. cinnamon rolls

4. surprising everyone at Methodist i Sarge, Lindy, Dr. Scott, Spur, Mary in the kitchen

Dr. Hicks, seeing Dr. Kerr
5. dressing in girl clothes
6. trip to Billings to see Aggie
7. seeing Eris and hearing about Pat (I hope she marries him)
8. Sunday at church
9. Fried chicken, hamburgers, iced tea and homemade ice cream
10. Rotary and Col. Blocker
11.Mayb6s chocol ate cake
122The A3idligal e g
13. The party in Indianapolis with Dot, Eris and Mickey
14. Trip to Chicago to see Harlani | v a n hicAeagos i Downbeat Room FUN
15. Driving the tractor and going barefoot
16. Birthday i grand plus angel food cake
17. Well, it all adds up 7 people are wonderful especially those named Meal



KoY

When | was home on leave before going to Europe my best friend, Eris Holland and
Mickey Scudder met Harlan, a friend of his and me in Chicago.

Came back to find myself going on Night Duty i i n t he me ant iiaeabdor@imalflapn 105

war d. Itds a fascinating processi manyfoittesnddadboy s we
been inside tanks and had scarred faces and hands i missing ears, noses, etc. This process
sounds primitive now, I &m sur e. Qur plastic surg

abdomen i connected at both ends. When circulation and healing occurred one end of the flap

was cut loose and connected 1 usually to an upper arm i the patient usually had a cast to

support his arm while the graft healed i once that healed, one end was grafted to someplace on

the head and the process continued. The USO sent units to our hospital to entertain the boys 1

one time the patients on my ward were going to see a little circus 1 those who could not push

their chairs were being pushed by those who could walk i sometimes with casts and grafts up

over their faces. One of the boys stoppedbymyde sk and said, AWe dondt nec¢
crcusiwe ARE a circus! o Now and then, the grafts di
over. Sulfa powder and penicillin were available but not many more antibiotics.)

Our ward officers are Capt. Payneandl wi sh he woul dndét stare at me a
surgery wizard. We all think he $aouildt be AscCapp
to us nurses but swell to the fellows and does truly marvelous work.



HOME PLACE FARM

POLAND CHINAS
WALDRON, INDIANA
thursday may 16

1t. beverly meal n-g69257
newton 4 baker general hospital
martinsburg west virgin ia

desar 1t. daughter

i wag very glad to get your letter and partickels pasrticull
espashi espech mostly because of the money ordsr my syes
have been bothering me lstely and i couldnt make out your
letter very well the typewriter letters are too small but

i could maske out the writing on themoney order real well it
was very thoughty of you to send it toﬁ me it will come in
real handy and i will be looking forward for your les&ters
each month or do you get paid severy two weeks the trouble
with my eyes just came on me suddenly i first noticed it

a week ago sunday morning when & got up and they have been
that way since i had hopsed that i would get the pig pictures
in time to use them in the june issue of the poland china
world but since the closing date is may 20th it doesnt lock
like i would get to use them i am afraid they will be out
of date to use in the july tiesue but we'll see we got done
plowing yesterday and had s big rain last night it will be
several days befor e we can work the ground we have dragged
the field north of the barn but the rest of has not been
worked give my regards to isabel and tell her we will nsed
her to drive the little tractor as soon as the ground gets
dry enough to work again mother has finally gotten up and
she s2id are you writing to beverly and i said yes and shs
she said well i wont seal my letter then and you can mail
yours with mine are you writing to harlan toc and i said no
i just wrote him last week after he sent sent me a money
order for & hundred dollars too why do you think i would be
writing to him now he hasnt sent any more yet has he she
said N0 ..... indicating a short interval of time Bhe
called me to breakfast and i théught maybe i had better
wash my Wace and i went to take off my glasses and i didnt
have them on i guess i must have taken them off a week ago
saturday night when i took s bathé and misplaeced them =0
that must be what is the matter with my eyes.i would have
had mother read it to me by i didnt want her to know ny
terrible condition i1 wil have to get some new ones if we
cant find the others i hope i havent done anything i
shouldnt love your dad chester g < meal



Post Chapel

NEWTON D. BAKER GENERAL HOSPITAL

MARTINSBURG, WEST VIRGINIA

SuNDAY, 26 Aucust 1945

PROTESTANT SERVICE OF WORSHIP

Colonel Everett L. Cook, MC

Commanding Officer

John A. McAfee. Post Chavlain
3 e

ANNOUNCEMENTS

A Bible Study and Discussion Group will
meet in the Chapel Wednesday evening at 1900.
You are invited to join this group.

The Chaplain is eager to be of any possible
service. He is available at all times for private
interviews His office extension is 124, home exten-
sion, 157.

The Chapel is always open for prayer and
meditation.

Your attention is called to the religious litera-
ture to be found on the racks. It is yours ivr the
taking. If you desire a Bible the Chaplain will
be glad to provide you with one.

If you have not done so, you are urged to sign
one of the blanks showing your attendance at this
service. The blanks will be found on the table in
the foyer.

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper is ob-
served at the conclusion of the Service the first
Sunday of every month.

Mass is held in the Chapel daily at 1705 and
Sunday at 0900; Jewish Service Friday at 2000.

SERVICE AT 1030
Prelude
Call to ‘Worship, Silent Prayer
Invocation

Hymn -
“Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty” 159
Responsive Reading No. 43, Page 47

Solo - “Come Unto Me”
Mrs. Preston Hopper

Comen

Scripture Lesson Hebrews 12:1-15

_Pastoral Prayer

Announcements

Hymn - “All the Way My Saviour Leads Me” 375
Sermon - “ENRICHING EXPERIENCES”
Hymn - “Be Still, My Soul” 403
Prayer and Benediction

Postlude
Miss Marie Cole, Organist

—— Ushers ~—
Sgt. John Noll — Sgt. Craig Lowe

As an act of worship you are invited to make your
offering as you leave the Chapel. The CHAPLAIN'S
FUND is used for miscellaneous expense of the
Chapel.

I walked a mile with Pleasure.
She chattered all the way,

But left me none the wiser
For all she had to say.

I walked a mile with Sorrow,
And ne‘er a word said she;

But, oh, the things I learned from her
When Sorrow walked with me!

—Robert Browning Hamilton



| described some pictures that | sent. Pictures of our chapel i a beautiful little place inside and
out. Both our chaplains are good guys. The virgin timber around the grounds is beautiful. The
administration building with the flag still at half mast for President Roosevelt. The building was
my first taste of Newton D. Our barracks T with the exception of the palatial entrance are
identical. How | wish this was a really good picture 'cause how | loved these boys. Walper, in

t he wheel chair , nlafready ard Dukel Jay Duke, sastvertiboy whoiwaited
anxiously for mail to arrive and who received 11 Christmas packages one day in May. He had a
skull defect which made him excessively sensitive to sound and although he smiled almost
constantly he rarely laughed because the sound hurt his head.

In all my life i |1 sound as though | were 80 1 | have never seen a more beautiful sight than | see

now from my window. ltdés just twilight, the sun
lawns of the hospital dotted with patients wearing maroon convalescent suits and navy blue
bath robes. So until the next time | feel an wurg

ARMY SERVICE FORCES
Fifth Service Command .

Newton D Baker General Hospital
Martinsburg West Virginie

30 July 1945

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

Pursuant to Section I, Par e, Circuler 872, War Department,
1944 priority for transportation by air within the continental
‘United States during the period 30 July to 5 August 1946 1is
suthorized for Secopd Li. Beverly Meal, N-769267, AUS (ANC), sub-
ject to the provisions of existing air prierity directives and
War Department circulars pertaining thereto.

O C G

E. L. COOK
Colonel, Medieal Corps
Commending Cfficer

My brother, Stanley, died
suddenly at his home of a
heart attack. | was given
emergency leave i first
time | ever flew.



